An easy circular walk around Savernake Forest
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https://wiltshirewalks.com/savernake/

A 5-mile, easy, circular, walk around Savernake Forest on quiet paths. Click here for an aerial view.
Click here for a downloadable PDF guide of this page. (There is a GPX route option here for
phone/tablet download. But only follow this link after watching this GPX help video). Friendly
warning: all files relating to walks are published here on good faith but on the understanding that
users must be responsible for their own safety and wellbeing

Click to enlarge

(Routes from map points + metres to next point) Blue dots are road-based alternative to fieldpath
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rt: Walk forward 250m

Walk to crossroads just before map board 660m

Take left turn to main road 780m

U-turn to join the Grand Avenue 2.2Km

At star junction take the path at strict right angles to Avenue 1.5Km

Reach T-Junction, pass, briefly walk up slope and then take left path 1.2Km

Take left path 300m

Take path at gate on right 260m
Follow leftwards branch 790m
Return to start 706m
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The pictures below are in the order things were seen on this walk. Clicking on any one will enlarge it
(and the slideshow)

The walk

If you intend closely to follow the walk set out on the above map — then you really need the GPX
file — so that you can see your route and where you are on it at any point. Alternatively, you could
use the marked map here as a general guide and find your own way through the many footpaths.
The forest is a bit of a maze and there are no signposts! Also be warned there are no benches or
other places to take a rest (and the church is impossible to find if you wanted to take a look at that).
The starting point is next to the only toilets in the forest area. Parking is free.

This may not sound very inviting although that might explain why there are very few people walking
in this forest (we saw about 5 on a July weekday afternoon. However, its most rewarding. Partly
because it is relatively deserted of other people and so the experience can be pleasantly eerie. The
present walk has been designed to give a range of experience of the forest environment. None of
it is demanding. Perhaps the point between 8 and 9 on the map is a little harder under foot but
there are no serious slopes or stiles or obstacles to deal with.

The Forest

It has a history — from pre-Norman times, although since that time it has been in private hands.
Henry VIIl is said to have met Jane Seymour in this forest. And there are plenty of stories of
strange apparitions being sighted at dusk flitting in and out of the trees. Large parts were set down
by Capability Brown — in particular the Grand Avenue which this walk includes — at least up until the
8-way central divide.

There is a reasonable aerial view of the landscape on this video — although the music is a bit
irritating. Do take water and a map — its not difficult to get lost even though the paths are pretty
cleared, including quite a lot of gravel.
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